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  Special Dates 

August 4 - 
3:30pm - 
Volunteer mtg. 

Aug 10-17 - 
Pampered Chef 
fundraiser 

Oct 24 - 
”Celebration of 
Hope” 

Current Needs    

 Women’s 
pajamas and 
lightweight 
robes 

 Swiffer Wet Jet 
pads and liquid 

 Laundry 
detergent 

 New pillows 
and protectors 

 Body wash  

 All purpose 
liquid cleaner 
(like PineSol)   

It seems like it has been a long time coming, but this past VA legislative session 

saw lots of protections for domestic and sexual violence survivors! From domestic 

and sexual violence prevention to firearms certification for protective orders, it 

was an encouraging session. Let’s take a look at some of the specifics that will 

help Response and other DV/SV agencies across the state fulfill our mission.  

 Investing in sexual and domestic violence prevention - Although our work 

generally centers on services for survivors, there is a great need to focus on 

primary prevention strategies in order to decrease the need for those services 

in the first place.  The Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Prevention Fund 

was created to develop, support, and evaluate programs that prevent 

violence, with a an initial allocation of $1.5M.  Unfortunately, due to the 

Covid-19 pandemic, no funds were actually allotted. We have a start, but 

more work will be needed.  

 Expanding Access to FNE and trauma-informed services - Several bills which 

improve services for sexual assault survivors were passed. Survivors will now 

be able to be transferred to another hospital if a forensic nurse examiner is 

not available locally.  A sexual assault forensic examiner coordination 

program was also established which will strengthen FNE training programs 

and improve services and communication among all stakeholders. Again, 

adequate funding was not provided due to Covid-19. 

 Firearms Certifications for Final PO’s - These laws prohibit people subject to  

permanent protective orders from possessing firearms. They also establish a 

uniform court process to ensure that and provide procedures for local law 

enforcement agencies to receive and store such firearms. This is such 

welcome news, as we know that 64% of all IPV homicide victims were killed 

with a firearm.   

 Protective Orders - Several bills that improve and expand the use of 

protective orders were passed, including one that allows PO’s to be extended 

for a period of time up to the lifetime of the defendant upon criminal 

sentencing. Good news for our clients.  

 Campus Sexual Assault - HB 913 provides immunity from disciplinary action 

for students who report sexual assault which occurred while under the 

influence of drugs or alcohol.  

 Statute of Limitations for Child Sexual Assault - The statute of limitations was 

increased for prosecuting misdemeanor violations where the victim is a minor 

from one year after the victim reaches the age of majority to five years after 

the age of majority. 

All of these bills, as well as several others show that our legislators are becoming 

more responsive to our clients’ needs.  Thank you so much to the folks at the 

Action Alliance for their strong leadership in these advocacy efforts!  
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Survivor Story 

Lindsay Ell 

As a rising country music singer/songwriter, Lindsay Ell is often described 

as “nice”; but in her role as a survivor of rape, we might also describe her 

as “fearless”.  Ell recently released a powerful song called “Make You”, 

which reveals a long-hidden side of her; in this song she addresses the 

emotional effects of dealing with the trauma of rape.  

A native of Calgary, Alberta, this 31 year old artist is just now talking openly 

about a rape that happened when she was 13.  Ell was groomed and 

eventually raped by a man in her church, but did not share this with anyone until she told her 

parents when she was 20.  Thankfully, they were supportive of her and helped her receive 

therapy to cope with her trauma.  Unfortunately, Ell was raped again at age 21; she doesn’t 

give details about the circumstances, just that it was “a lot more violent”, compounding her 

depression and anxiety.   

In spite of her traumatic experiences, Ell continued pursuing her musical career, performing 

across the US, Canada, and abroad, and releasing several albums. Although she was dealing 

with the emotional damage of the rapes, she still didn’t talk publicly about her rape until 

recently.  Three years ago Ell was invited to help launch a music program at a northern Virginia 

organization which supports young victims of sexual abuse.  As she sat talking with a number 

of young girls, she began sharing her experience, which resulted in the girls opening up as 

well.  As she left that room she realized that the time had come to share her story more widely 

in order to help more disenfranchised youth; she wanted to help young people become more 

self-aware in order to help avoid putting themselves in situations that might lead to abuse.  

Out of this desire to help came her new song, “Make You”.  As she says, “I got into this 

business to change people, to make them feel something.” And it would be difficult  not to feel 

something as we listen to her musical account of trauma and healing. Listen to it here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QnJa6RdjKws     

Ell recently established the “Make You Movement” charitable fund, with all proceeds from the 

song going to organizations that support disenfranchised youth and survivors of sexual trauma 

and domestic abuse.  RAINN, the largest anti-sexual violence organization in the US will be the 

first recipient of the proceeds.  

“Writing ‘Make You’ has given me the courage to not let my past decide my future...my hope is 

that my actions and song will inspire the same in others.”   

Interim Executive Director 
For the past few weeks there has been a search committee working hard to find an Interim 

Executive Director, and we just received word that we will be welcoming Rhonda Buckley-

Bishop to Response beginning Aug 3!  Rhonda will work with our board and staff to help 

strengthen our agency, further our mission of providing services and resources to survivors, 

and prepare for our permanent executive director.  We are excited to have her on board!  

Check back next month for more information about Rhonda and her work here at Response.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QnJa6RdjKws
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Our bulletin board  
 In June we enjoyed a beautiful colorful bulletin board as we celebrated Pride Month.  Sally 

created an interactive board with terms and definitions that pertain to members of our LGBTQ 

community. She also provided resources for those who wish to learn more about this topic, and 

reminded our clients that we at Response are allies. We love knowing that our clients can enjoy 

an educational and inspirational bulletin board each month!   

Around the Shelter 

Pampered Chef Fundraiser 

Upcoming Events 

*** Save the Date***  We are planning our fall fundraising event for Saturday, October 24!  

Given the situation with Covid-19 and being unsure what the fall will bring, details are still in the 

works.  But stay tuned on social media to find out more as plans develop!   

Please join us for our first ever online Pampered Chef fundraising event!  

Check out our Facebook page for more details starting Aug. 3.  You will 

have a chance to shop through Aug. 16, and can either shop through 

Facebook, or use this link to shop! 

www.pamperedchef.com/party/judybeavers0810    Cindy Hamp is hosting 

this event for us and is donating a portion of her proceeds to Response, so think ahead for 

Christmas presents, stock up on shower gifts, or treat yourself to some wonderful products...and 

invite your friends!   

Celebration of Hope 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pamperedchef.com%2Fparty%2Fjudybeavers0810%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1hyXYx8WBmASm6jDkdWxeVRSvaYIgpt4r_EeduWggYJ6Dx8-_G9rwzDm8&h=AT0ULdemLlLdVwRyMmlu27U1t05U2NqcmGymh62RNs5RvRXzozlu5OpLUvu0ZFlO40YuVgF9EErI2dySfiY6IMHawO6gk

